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JANUARY MEETING. 

The First Monthly Meeting of the Spring Half-Session will 
be held at the London School of Economics and_ Political 
Science, Clare Market, W.C., on Wednesday, January 13th, at 
8 p.m., when Mr. Stpney Lee will deliver an address on “ Books 
In RELATION TO NATIONAL Erriciency.” Mr. W. A. S. Hewins, 
M.A., late Director of the School, will preside. Librarians, 
assistants (whether members of the Association or not), and 
others interested in educational work, are cordially invited to 


attend. 


The Committee has to announce an alteration in the 
Sessional Programme. Mr. Roebuck’s paper will be read at the 
March Meeting. At the meeting in April Mr. Lewin’s paper 
will be read, and, in addition, a paper by Mrs. Salome Cutler 
Fairchild, of the Library School, University of the State of New 
York, on “ Children’s Libraries,” will be delivered and illustrated 
by an excellent series of lantern slides. Mrs. Fairchild’s paper 
is to be read first before the Library Association late in March. 


DECEMBER MEETING. 

The third meeting of the Session was held on the 16th ult., 
atthe St. Bride Institute, it being the first held at headquarters. 
About 35 members and friends were present, and Mr. E. G. Rees 
presided. After a few introductory remarks from the Chairman, 
Mr. L. Stanley Jast, of Croydon, gave an address on ** Committee 
Work,” a summary of which, together with the discussion, 
appears in this issue. Mr. Jast’s remarks were followed with 
close attention, those present realizing his authority on the 
subject, and showing a manifest appreciation of the many helpful 
hints to which he gave voice. As was reiterated throughout the 
discussion, assistants had no opportunity of gaining experience 
in this matter, therefore it was important that they should learn 
what they could from those who were willing to give information. 
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In moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Jast, Mr. Rees referred 
to some experiences of his own with a library committee, and 
remarked on the facilities which assistants of the present day 
enjoyed in being able to reap advantages by lectures, addresses, 
and the like, on nearly every topic of library administration. He 
thanked Mr. Jast for the many valuable suggestions he had given, 
and felt sure that all would benefit therefrom. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Roebuck and unanimously 
carried. 

Owing to lack of time Mr. Jast was unable to deal with the 
discussion, but made the particularly interesting and novel sug- 
gestion that the L.A.A. should devote one or two evenings to 
sham committee meetings. He thought a lot might be learned 
in a way that at once could be both interesting and amusing. 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

The fifth and last annual meeting of the above Branch was 
held in the Reference Library, Manchester, on December 8th, 
1903, Mr. J. H. Swann presiding. 

In response to a circular issued to members, stating that 
through the lack of support and the poor attendance at the 
monthly meetings, the executive wished the members to express 
their opinions re the further continuance of the Branch, replies 
were received from 17 members, and there was a total of 12 in 
attendance at the meeting, out of a roll of 70 members. 

While the Committee recognise the large area the Branch 
covers and the necessary expense incurred in attending the 
meetings, they feel they have not had the support of the members 
at those meetings held in the out-districts, that they ought to 
have had. 

In view of these circumstances, coupled with the responsi- 
bility to the London Treasurer for the supply of the past year's 
monthly issue of the “ Library Assistant’? to several members 
in arrears with their subscriptions : 

“It was resolved to discontinue the Branch as hitherto 
established.” 

The Committee, while regretting their action of retiring 
from representing the L.A.A. and organising meetings in the 
district, strongly recommend their late members to still continuc 
their subscriptions to the L.A.A., and request them in future to 
communicate their wishes to the General Secretary, Mr. G. E 
Roebuck. 
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Will those members of the late N.W. Branch who intend 
to maintain their membership of the Association kindly make 
known to the General Secretary their decision at once, so that 
arrangements can be made regarding the delivery of the Journal. 
Subscriptions will be ‘imnameal pro rata to end with the official 
year, viz: September 30th, 1904.—Eb. 

COMMITTEE WORK. 
By L. Strantey Jast. 
The following is a bricf summary of Mr. Jast’s address 

On February 2nd, 1886, died Edward Edwards in extreme 
poverty. Whilst possessing all the qualifications necessary for 
a successful librarian, he lacked one thing, which was mainly the 
cause of his poverty, and the keynote of his failure in life. That 
one thing was Adaptability. He could not work in a subordinate 
position, or, when Librarian of the Manchester Public Library, 
with his Committee. The entirely successful librarian, then, 
must cultivate, if not already endowed with, adaptability, in 
order to ensure that mutually happy relationship between 
himself, his committee and borrowers, which must exist before 
any really good work can be accomplished. 

Assistants have little or no opportunity of learning their 
business in connection with committees: every librarian must 
acquire this knowledge by experience. Some hints and sugges- 
tions, however, may help to smooth the often thorny path. 

With regard to the constitution of a committee, undoubtedly 
asmall number is by far the best—-there is less talk and more 
work. It should include a proportion of non-council members, 
as, When this is the case, a livelier interest is taken in the work. 
Members of a council are obliged to serve on so many com- 
mittees, and a certain number, it follows, will be allotted to the 
Library Committee whether they are fitted or have a liking for 
the duties connected therewith or not. On the other hand, 
non-council members generally serve because of the interest 
they have in the matter. 

So far as possible the Committee should have full powers 
the completer the autonomy, the better will be the working 
conditions. If all matters have to be sent to the Council for 
confirmation or approval, there is always the possibility of an 
important proposal being referred back or thrown out. Further- 
more, the librarian can speak and advise at committee meetings, 
but at the council he has no such opportunity. The Annual 
Report, which is prepared primarily for the information of the 
council, is sometimes the Report of the Committee, sometimes 
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of the Librarian. As the responsible authority, it is fitting that 
the Committee should report, but there are advantages in the 
Committee’s report including a report from the Librarian, under 
his own signature, as in many American reports. 

A multiplicity of sub-committees is not desirable. A Finance, 
a Books, with sometimes an officers’ sub-committee, are ample. 
Branch sub-committees may be detrimental, as tending to cause 
the members to care only or chiefly for the welfare of the library 
in their own particular district, without regard for the welfare of 
the library system as a whole. 

In the preparation of accounts for the Finance Committee 
it is well always to show in the plainest possible manner where 
the totals come from, and to have no mystericus figures. Annual 
estimates are desirable, as they are a great aid in the control of 
expenditure. Without them the librarian will be very apt to 
fall into one of two blunders—spending either more than his 
income or less; it is difficult to know which is worse. 


The Books Sub-Committee should have full executive 
powers, otherwise valuable opportunities may be lost. It is a 
question whether men who know a good « 
men ignorant of them make the best Books Committee. The 
former are difficult to deal with, and the latter, provided the 

I 
librarian is a man who knows his business and exercises a broad 
and catholic spirit in selection, probably make the committee 
most to be preferred, as they leave the selection wholly or mainly 
to the librarian. 


leal about books or 


In the matter of procedure it is a question which must be 
decided by local practice as to who shall introduce new proposals 
the chairman or the librarian-—if the former, the latter should 
make sure that he is duly primed with all the proper points. 
Before bringing forward new ideas, the librarian should 
consider very seriously all that can be brought forward = in 
objection to such suggestions. If he carefully does this and is 
able to meet them with sound counter-arguments, he will have 
gone a long way in the right direction for securing his aims. 
Also he will stimulate the committee’s confidence in himself. 
Another important thing is for him to keep himself well informed 
of all the latest developments in library practice—let him attend 
his Association’s meetings, read the professional journals, and 
mingle with other librarians, so that he may be aware of all that 
is being done elsewhere. Then let him think over every idea he 
meets and consider whether it would 
recommend it to his committee. It not, let him store away in 
his mind very definite reasons why not. Thus armed he will 
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always be prepared for the committee-man who goes about 
seeking fresh developments to spring upon the librarian when 
occasion permits. 

Always look ahead, and have some schemes on hand 
something simmering in a corner of the mind to be launched at 
the proper opportunity. Above all, never wear a worried 
expression, carry responsibilities lightly, or appear to, at any 
rate. When persistent opposition is received from one individual, 
try to believe that he does not mean ill, and at the same time 
try to learn the message his opposition undoubtedly has for you 
The best librarian is always a missionary, and -his characteristic 
is to work right on, whatever may befall, leaving the rest on the 
knees of the gods. 


DISCUSSION. 

Mr. BULLEN (who opened the discussion) said that to the average 
assistant a Committee was usually a soulless corporation and committee 
work quite foreign. He ventured the opinion that occasionally sub and 
branch librarians might be allowed to attend committee meetings as was 
practised in other professions, in order to gain experience. With regard 
to Reports, he thought the librarian should report to the committee, and 
the committee to the council. To overcome the difficulty with Books Sub- 
Committees, he suggested that cyclostyled lists should be sent round prior 
to the meeting, or a bookseller could send a selection on approval. If one 
member of the council was particularly antagonistic, it was a good plan to 
get him on to the libraries committee at the first opportunity. 

Mr. Harris thought Mr. Jast had struck the right note in insisting 
on the importance of adaptability—success largely depended on this 
characteristic. In his opinion expert men on book committees were 
best, as under such circumstances there was less chance of the librarian 
becoming lax in his duties in this direction. 

Mr. HatcHerR urged the full delegation of powers for the committee, 
but where all matters were subject to confirmation or approval a fairly 
large committee was preferable as this secured a better representation 
on the council. He thought also it was well for the librarian to stand up 
for his report and fight any opposition on his committee should occasion 
demand it and not give in immediately. 

Mr. CoOLTMAN thought they had been getting glimpses into a fairyland 
which few assistants knew anything of. Although most of the business 
could only be learned by experience, he felt there were some points which 
would remain the same in most cases, the routine in the appointment of 
an assistant for instance. He agreed that there was an apparent need for 
the education of committee-men. 

Mr. Rorsuck referring to Branch sub-committees, said that where 
these existed conflicting reports on the same topic frequently occurred, 
which was undesirable. 

Mr. KetTTLe urged that it was essential for the librarian of to-day to 
possess a good business knowledge. He said that at the Guildhall they 
had a Library Committee of 37 to deal with, and their sanction had to be 
obtained before any book could be purchased, which, unfortunately, often 
resulted in the librarian losing the opportunity of securing much desired 
volumes, 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Aston.—A new branch library for Aston Manor has been formall 
opened. The building provides a lending department and reading-room 
the latter department being in the rear, in order to obviate the nuisance of 
the sound of street traftic. The total cost of the building, which has been 
erected without expense to the town, is £1,902. 

Banff.— The new public library and museum at Banff is to be opened 
shortly. The Acts were adopted in 1899. 


Barbadoes Legislative Council have agreed to accept anoffer of £2,500 
made by Mr. Andrew Carnegie, for the establishment of a pu ‘ic librar 


Beverley (Yorkskire).—-Mr. J. E. Champney. of London, has offered to 
provide a public library and newsroom to Beverley, his native plac« Che 
offer has been accepted by the Town Council. 

Chatham’s new Public Library has recently been opened It consists 
of two storeys with a basement, the lending department, newsroom 
librarian’s and ladies’ room being on the ground floor, while the second 
storey consists of a muscum. 


Greenwich is to be provided with two libraries 
Guildhall Library.—The Lord Mayor unveiled a bust of Chaucer it 


the library on Wednesday, December 9th. in the presence of many men of 
note in literature and art, amongst them being the Poet Laureate, Mi 
Alfred Austin, and Lord Avebury. The bust, w \ of Mi 
Geo. Thompson, A.R.A., was presented by Sir R. Hanson, who has been 
member of the Library Committee for the past thirt 


n 1 is the 








Hammersmith.— It was resolved on Ti 
provision during the building of the Carnegie Library here for a temporar 
reading room to cost about £200. Tenders were invited for the new Cent: 
Library. 


esday, December 15th, to mak« 


Hackney.—On December 10th, at a meeting of the Borough Council 
was resolved to appoint a committee to consider and repo: 


from time to 


time as to the selections of sites for the proposed public Libraries 


Itchen (Southampton). A sad occurrence brought a recent meeting 


of the Itchen Urban District Council to a close. During a discussion on 
Mr. Carnegie’s offer of £3,000 for a Public Librat Mr. J. Martin 
Councillor and a well-known public man, urged with some warmth th 
every effort should be made to fulfil the conditions of the offer, and, on rx 


suming his seat, he expired almost immediately 

Littleborough (Rochdale).—.A new Carnegie library, which has been 
built at a cost of £2,500, was formally opened on Saturday, December 12th 
The building is constructed of stone, and adjoins the oftices of the U1 
District Council. 


yu 


Littlehampton.—The Urban District Council have accepted Mi: 
Carnegie’s offer of £2,500 for a Public Library, and the Duke of Norfolk has 
offered to provide a site. The Council's Surveyor has been instructed to 
prepare the designs for the Library. 

Liverpool._-The Committee have recommended the Council to accept 
the tender of £1,991 for the erection of the Homby Bequest Librar ind 
also a tender of £8,928 for the erection of a branch lib at Kirkdale 

Mr. Thomas Formby, the deputy librarian of the Liverpool Public 
Libraries, who has served under the Libraries’ Committee of the Corpora 
tion for more than 48 years, has resigned his position pre liminary to being 
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placed on superannuation. During his tenure of office in the Reference 
Department of the Libraries the books have increased in number from 
18,000 to 125,000, and the issues from 131,000 to over a million volumes. 

He retires with the good wishes of the Chairman, Sir William Forwood, 
and the Committee generally. Mr. Formby is believed to be, in respect to 
length of service, the oldest assistant in connection with any existing 
Public Library in the United Kingdom. 

Malvyern.—Mr. C. W. DD. Perrins has offered to supplement 
Mr. Carnegie’s offer of £5,000 for a public library. 

Portsmouth. —Mr. Carnegie has offered £4,500 to Portsmouth for a 
branch library on condition that a site is provided. 

Rawtenstall.—The competition for designs for the new public library 
and town hall has resulted in Messrs. Crouch, Butler & Savage, of Bir- 


mingham, being awarded the £100 premium. Altogether £30,000 is to be 
spent on the scheme. 


Sandown (Isle-of-Wight.)—Mr. Carnegie has offered £2,000 for the 
erection of a public library, and the Lord Chief Justice has offered to 
provide a site. 

Shoreditch.—<A course of five Science lectures, under the auspices of 
the ** Gilchrist Educational Trust,’ will be given in January in the Shore- 
ditch Town Hall by Sir Robert Ball, F.R.S.: H. J. Mackinder, M.A., 
F.R.G.S.; H. R. Mill, D.Se., LL.D.: R. D:. Roberts; M.A.,.D:Sc., F.G.S., 
and Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E., F.L.S. Mr. William Plant, Borough 


Librarian, is the Local Hon. Secretary. 


Stretford.—The scheme of improvement in connection with the town 
hall, which has involved extensive structural alterations, has been com- 
pleted, and the public library, which is part of the hall, was re-opened, after 
having been closed for nearly three months. Three rooms have been 
thrown into one for the purposes of the public library, additional rooms have 
been provided, the basement has been so altered as to be convenient for 
technical classes, a new heating apparatus and an electrical installation 
have also been put in. The scheme has involved a total outlay of £1,335. 


Society of Public Librarians.—A meeting was held at the Bishopsgate 
Institute on Wednesday evening, December 2nd, when Mr. A. K. Gill 
(Bermondsey) read a paper, entitled ** Public Libraries and Culture.” 


Stepney.—The reading circles instituted two months ago, in connection 
with the N.H.R.U., are now in full operation at each of the libraries, and 
prove the usefulness of the venture. ‘* Ruskin as an art teacher,” 
* England’s naval power,’ ** English literature,”’ and ** Shakespeare's 
historical plays,’ are the subjects of this session’s programme. 

Teddington.— A local gentleman (Mr. H. A. Cheers) has been appointed 
architect in connection with the proposed new library here, the erection of 
which is expected to cost between £3,000 and £4,000. 

Torquay.—It has been decided by the Corporation to erect a public 
library in connection with the municipal offices. Including Mr. Carnegie’s 
gift of £7,500 a sum of £22,500 will be spent on the scheme. Tenders 
will be invited as soon as possible. 

Tottenham.—The Council have decided to take a poll of the district to 
ascertain the wishes of the ratepayers with regard to the acceptance of 
Mr. Carnegie’s offer of £10,000 for the erection of two branch libraries. 
Mr. Carnegie declined to amend his offer with a view to £5,000 being spent 
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on enlarging the present central library, the remaining £5,000 to be spent 


on one branch library. The poll is expected to cost £110 
Waterloo-with-Seaforth.—The Urban District Council have received 

an offer of £3,000 from Mr. Carnegie for a public library. The existing 

institution is part of the Town Hall buildings, and is quite inadequate for 


the growing demands made upon it. The donor stipulates that £200 a 
year out of the library rate of £472 shall be apportioned annually for 
maintenance. It has been proposed to erect one central building on land 
which belongs to the Council on the borders of Seaforth and Waterloo, on 
the high road. 


West Ham.—The Public Libraries Committee presented a report to 
the Corporation at the meeting on Tuesday, December 8th, advising that 
the proposed public library at Custom House should be erected on a portion 
of the Canning Town recreation ground. 


Weymouth has received an offer of £5,000 from Mr. Carnegie for a 
public library. 

Willesden Green.—It is proposed to form Home Reading Circles in 
connection with the Public Library, affiliated to the National Home Read 
ing Union. The Committee of the Public Library will place a room at 
the disposal of members for occasional meetings for discussion 

Worthing.—The Council is taking steps to obtain plans for the erection 
of a public library, for which Mr. Carnegie has given £5,000 

York.—Mr. Carnegie’s offer to provide for the erection of two branch 
libraries at a cost of £2,500 each has been considered recently by the Public 


Library Committee. The conditions are that sites should be given, and 
that a rate should be levied that would produce £400 per annum After a 
lengthy discussion, the Committee decided to advise the Council to accept 
the principle of the desirability of the provision of branch libraries and of 


Mr. Carnegie’s gift, the consideration of the means of giving effect to the 
offer being deferred. 

Tenders are invited for the erection of libraries at Lewisham, Chad 
derton (Oldham), Dalton-in- Furness, East Ham, Heston-Isleworth, IHkley 
and additions to the library at Thornaby-on-Tees. 


Plans are invited for the erection of proposed new libraries at Sunder 
land and Tamworth ; also for the Erdington (Birmingham) council house 
and public library buildings. 

The “Daily News” of Friday, December 18th, has an article on 


** Public Libraries : what they do for children, but nothing n 


S 


lew Is told 
That England is not the only country where loafers invade the public 
libraries is evidenced from the following sentence which Maxim Gorky puts 
into the mouth of one of his characters, who is waiting for the local police 
court to open: ** Where should we warm ourselves if it weren't for the 
law courts and the libraries ?* 


PROPOSED INTER-COLONIAL SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARY 
CONFERENCE. 

History has a way of repeating itself. Many years ago at a meeting 
of the British Association the late J. D. Mullins, of Birmingham, read a 
paper before one of the sections on Public Libraries. and at the first 
session of the newly-formed South African Association it was quite fitting 
that a paper on the same topic should be read. With British South Africa 
standing, as it does, on the eve of great developments, and with untold 
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possibilities before its peoples, there is every reason that its educational 
systems should be brought into relation and into a common ground of 
agreement. Cape Colony, Natal, Orange River Colony, Transvaal, and 
Rhodesia, may each present special difficulties, but there is no reason why 
the educational basis of all five should not at least foreshadow their coming 
political federation. In library matters there is already much unity of 
system, but no organisation exists by which those interested in the develop- 
ment of libraries may meet in conference. It is felt that the time for an 
ad hoc Library Association is not yet ripe, but an important request has 
now been laid before the South African Association to arrange, if possible, 
for an inter-Colonial conference of librarians at their second session, to be 
held at Johannesburg next Easter. The proposal is strongly supported by 
Dr. Muir, Superintendent-General of the Cape Education Department, and 
by Mr. Sargant, Director of Education for the Transvaal and Orange River 
Colonies, and as the Secretary of the Association is Mr. Theodore Reunert, 
an enthusiast in library matters, who has been associated with the Johan- 
nesburg Library since its inception, the proposal should be carried through. 
If such a conference be held its results can only be useful. 


NEW LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS, &c. 
Leyton Library Magazine. November. Edited by Z. Moon. 

Opens with a short biography of Sir Thomas Audley, Baron Walden. 
Contains a useful annotated list of books and magazine articles on the 
Fiscal Question ; continues the biographical history of Essex, and gives 
the usual annotated list of recent additions. 

Revue Générale de Bibliographie Francaise. 

The number for November gives signed critical reviews of fifty-four 
works, and concludes with a classified bibliography of current French 
publications. This periodical will be found particularly useful to those 
librarians and assistants who wish to keep themselves up-to-date regarding 
French literature. 

Finsbury Public Libraries: Class Guide to Fiction: new and 
revised edition. 155 pp. 1903. 

An excellent compilation issued in handy form. This guide is compiled 
upon different lines to anything done before, for, in addition to the author 
catalogue of fiction, an annotated list of works illustrating the ‘ historical 
development of the novel, arranged chronologically, is given. Other 
sections of this useful guide include the History, Study, Criticism, Art of 
Fiction, and guide to the Subjects, Plots. and Characters of Fiction. 
Certain novels, distinguished by an asterisk, which are only issued to adult 
readers or special students on application to the librarian, is another 
feature. The only drawback to the catalogue is that the works of all 
authors better known under the pseudonyms are placed under their real 
name with a reference from the former to them. There is no doubt this 
will be a great inconvenience to many people using the library. 

Cardiff Public Libraries. Forty-first Annual Report. 1902-3. 
(JOHN BaAcuincer, Librarian). 

Reports a record issue from all departments of 629,807, being an 
increase of 62,608 over the previous year. The stock of books is 126,048 
volumes. Mr. Carnegie has given £10,000 for two branch libraries for the 
Canton and Cathays districts. This gift will enable the Committee to 
carry out their original scheme for six branch libraries at an earlier date 
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than would otherwise be possible. The co-operative work between the 

Library and the Schools continues in an efficient state, the total loans for 

the year being 186,286. 

Perth Public Library. Fifth Annual Report for year endin 
Oct. 31st, 1903. (J. Craicir, Librarian). 


27.213 volumes are contained in the Library 
the year was 104,338. A second supplement to the gen talogue has 
been published, and the Juvenile Catalogue has been brought up to dat 
Two additional counter cases have been provided for the disp of books 
which have materially increased the tssue of non-fictional works The 
open access S\ stem has been adopted in the Reference Dep irtment, and so 
far has proy ed successful. 

The Relations between Public Education and Public Libraries. 
By H. M. THompson, M.A. 17 pp. 

Advocates a closer relationship between the libraries and t schools 
and illustrates what important work is being done by the ¢ l brar 
Committee in this respect. With one or two exceptions, | Is and 
their committees are unable to extend the usefulness of t stitutions 
under their charge in this manner. owing to the limited m«¢ Ss at the 


disposal, and until the penny limit is removed this important departm« 
of library work must necessarily be neglected. 


In “Great Thoughts” for November 21st there is sympathetic 


article on public libraries, entitled ** How to use your public library 

The writer defends these institutions from the recent attacks in the press 
and gives for the guidance of the average reader a useful list of books to 
be found in nearly every library which mark out special lines of reading and 


Hives suggestions thereon. 


St. Bride Foundation Institute. Eighth Annual Report, 1902-3. 
(F. W. T. Lange, Librarian.) 
he 


The returns shows a slight decrease on t 





ous ¢ to 
slight diminution of fiction read. The general lib as | 3) ve 

and the total issue for the year was 68,131. The growth of the Te ( 
Library has been steadily maintained during the ye: The Governo 
have acquired by gift the library of the late John Southward The numb 
of volumes and pamphlets contained in the library is 10,062. The collectior 
of books printed before 1501 number 105, and it is interesting to | n 15 of 
them are not in the British Museum and 8 not in the British Museum ¢ 
Bodleian Library. The catalogue of this special library is n nplete 
manuscript, but lack of funds prevent it being printed. This is unfortunate 


as it prevents those in the profession from) obtainin 
valuable addition to the bibliography of printing. 


, what is doubtless 


I 





report refers to the technological side of the institute 


The “Evening News and Mail” for November 28th contains th« 


following :—** The annual report of the Director of the New York Public 
Libraries states that the losses due to theft from open shelves are still 
large. The number of books reported missing at the monthly inventories 
was 5,496, against 3,480 reported last year.” This does not speak very 


well for the open access system in public libraries. 
Pratt Institute Free Library, Brooklyn, U.S.A. Annual Report 
to June 30th, 1903. (Mary W. Plummer, Director). 
An interesting report of 46 pages. Out of a collection of 77,126 
volumes the circulation for home reading was 176,688 including 6,880 in the 
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French and the German languages. The issue in the Reference and 
Children’s departments was 15,529 and 35,634 respectively. Much useful 
work is being done in the latter by periodical exhibitions of photographs, 
illustrations and prints, and the preparation of bulletins on such subjects 
as Country Life, Coronation Ceremonies, Japan. Heroes, Biography, etc. 
School visits are arranged and lectures given to the children on these 
subjects. In connection with the institute there is a successful Library 
school. Contains two interior views of a portion of the Library. 
THOos. GREEN. 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS OF GREAT BRITAIN, AMERICA, 

AND SOUTH AFRICA. By ‘Bertram L. Dyer. Kimberley. 1903. 

pp. 54. Price 1 

In these days when British librarians, anxious to be in the general 
fashion, vie with each other in a campaign of self-depreciation and nest- 
fouling, with accompanying fulsome laudation of American methods, it is 
very refreshing to come across a sane and intelligent criticism and com- 
parison of the public libraries in the two countries. To Mr. Dyer, asa 
colonial librarian, may be conceded the ideal position for such a critic ; 
and than Mr. Dyer personally, we know of no one better fitted to occupy 
that position. 

Of the three library systems reviewed in the pamphlet, the South 
African naturally receives the most attention. From the introductory 
historical sketch we learn that Cape Colony claims to rank as the pioneer 
of state-supported public libraries. To an appendix is relegated an inter- 
esting history of the Kimberley library, and other appendices deal with the 
bi-lingual difficulty. the library laws of the colony, some important dona- 
tions, etc. But the English reader will turn first to the criticism of his 
own library methods, and here we may state that Mr. Dyer’s view- 
remembrances, though correct and fair on the whole, are perhaps in 
places just a little distorted by the mirage of the illimitable veldt. It is 
highly unusual, we should think, for an English library to be closed three 
or four weeks for stocktaking. Nor do we agree that the signature system 
(of guarantee) leads to endless trouble, and that a money deposit system is 
infinitely better. 

Mr. Dyer touches the root of the difference between English and 
American libraries when he says that the former seek to be educational rather 
than recreative, whilst the latter reverse these aims. Again, the English 
librarian seeks to bring the readers to the books, the American throws the 
books at the readers. Good ** circulators "> are more pleasing to him than 
good books. In some American libraries, according to Mr. Dyer, there is 
such a feverish desire to increase the issue that the staff insist upon every 
unfortunate user of the library taking out two books at each visit, despite 
reluctance or protest! We presume that when the borrowers become shy 
the energetic librarian goes out with a gun. The average American 
library ** is a club for the reading of new books—frequently only of new 


novels.”” Its reference department is practically non-existent. ** Man- 
chester, with only a third of the population of Chicago, has three times as 
many readers in its reference library." A few facts such as these go far 


to explain away, and show in a true light the ‘* superiority“ of American 
library methods. If we can only improve our methods and increase the 
bulk of our work by lowering its quality and our ideals, then for heaven's 
sake let us stay in our darkness. 

The fact is, we are suffering from a plague of Jeremiahs. Their 
lamentations fill Hanover Square and the ** Library World."” No condem- 








ut 
to 


nation of our libraries (save their own), our librarians (save themselves), 


our assistants (including their own) is too extreme, too hysterical They 
tell us that ‘‘every American tourist who comes over knows more about 
scientific librarianship than half our librarians." To those weak-minded 
assistants who have been a little terrified by this crazy nonsense we advise 
the perusal of this little work. Mr. Dyer is not blind ti e good points of 


the Americans, but, unlike our home critics, he can see o 


Note.— Mr. Dyer, with his accustomed generosity, has sent us 150 « opies 
of his pamphlet for sale for the benefit of the L..A.A. funds. Copies 
can be obtained from Mr W. G. CHamBers, Public Librat 
Woolwich, S.E., price 1/- post free. Ed 


APPOINTMENTS. 

CaseELTon, Mr. O. G., of Upper Norwood Public Library, to be a Senior 
assistant at the Kensington Public Libraries 

Kevty, Mr. R. M., of the Hammersmith Public Libraries, to be a Junior 
assistant at Kensington. 

NICHOLLS, Mr. P. E., of the Hampstead Libraries, to be an assistant at 
the Hampstead Branch of Bookshops, Ld. 

Pink, Mr., to be Librarian of Leigh, Lancs. 

Sturpy, Mr. W. H., of Central Library, Birmingham, to be Librarian of 
Aberdare. 


NEW MEMBER. 
PoSsFORD, Mr. E., Stepney (Jisior). 
- ' 
COMMITTEE. 

The last mecting of the Committee was held at Headquarters on Dec 
23rd. Present— Messrs. Rees (Chairman), Bullen, Chambers. Coltman 
Faraday, Hawkins, Hogg, McDouall, Roebuck, Savage. Smith, Stevenson, 
and Thorne. 

The Report of the dissolution of the N.W. Branch was accepted with 
deep regret. 

Messrs. Smith and Stevenson were invited to draw up a scheme with 
a view to the re-constitution of the Study Circle next Session. 

The usual routine business completed the proceedings 

Next meeting, January 20th. 1904. 


NOTICES. 
All matter for the February issue should be sent to the Hon. 
Editor before January 19th. 
All other communications should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. G. E. Roesuck, Pusric Lisrary, 236, CaB_e 
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